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The Confederation Poets
Confederation occurred on ___________________. It united the provinces of ____________________, _________________________, ___________________, and __________________________ into The __________________ of Canada. Sir __________ A. __________________ was the Dominion’s first Prime Minister. 
“The Confederation Poets” is a term that refers to writers in Canada that were born around the time of Confederation in the early 1860s, and writing in the 1880s-1900. They wrote from a different perspective than colonial writers: for them, Canada was a diverse and united country that should seek to define its own cultural and national values.
To complete the following, here are some helpful links:
http://rpo.library.utoronto.ca/literacy-movement/confederation-poets
http://canadianpoetry.org/links/confederation-poets/
www.poetspathway.ca
A) There are 5 “primary” Confederation Poets. Research at least 3 key biographical points about each, focusing on their writing career. 
1) Charles G. D. Roberts

2) Bliss Carman
3) Archibald Lampman
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4) Duncan Campbell Scott
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5) William Wilfrid Campbell
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B) There are two “secondary” Confederation poets. Research at least 3 key biographical points about each, focusing on their writing career.
1) E. Pauline Johnson
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2) Frederick George Scott
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C) There are several key women writers at this time as well, in addition to Crawford. Research at least 3 key biographical points about each, focusing on their writing career.
1) Agnes Maule Machar
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2) Susan Frances Harrison
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3) Agnes Ethelwyn Wetherald
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The Confederation Poets Continued

PART TWO

Once you have completed the biographical information, choose two primary poets and one from the remaining poets that appeal to you. Select one of their poems from the list below and do a close reading (click the link for a helpful guide for close readings). 

Your close reading should identify and explain literary devices, the audience and intent of the poem, cultural references, and elements that relate to our 3 Key Topics: identity, landscape, and social change & diversity. You may focus on the text as a whole or one very relevant and compelling feature. You may include research of literary criticism about the poem, but it must be cited. The reading should be about 10 sentences.  

**One reading of a Confederation poet is to be completed individually.

Once you have completed that exercise, you may find a partner and complete the second Confederation reading together and the secondary Confederation.

Poems

1) Charles G. D. Roberts

“Trantamar Revisited”
2) Bliss Carman

“If Death Be Good”
“Low Tide on Grand Pre”

“Rivers of Canada”

“The Winter Scene”

3) Archibald Lampman

“Among the Timothy”

“Among the Millet”

“City at the End of Things”

4) Duncan Campbell Scott

“At the Cedars”
“The Onondaga Madonna”

“Half-Breed Girl”

5) William Wilfrid Campbell

“The Winter Lakes
“Indian Summer”

“An October Evening”

“The Dread Voyage”

1) E. Pauline Johnson
“The Song My Paddle Sings” and “His Majesty the West Wind”

“Ojistoh”

“A Cry from an Indian Wife”

2) Frederick George Scott

“The Unnamed Lake”
“The Burden of Time”

3) Agnes Maule Machar

“The New World”
“Canada Our Hame”

“The Indian Pipe”

4) Susan Frances Harrison

“The Niagara”
”The Thousand Islands”
“To Tom Thomson”

5) Ethelwyn Wetherald

“Unheard Niagaras”
“The Cicada”
“Youth in Age”

PART THREE

Once you and your partner have completed your close readings of a primary and secondary Confederation poet, you must create a poster for each to present to the class, as well as a complementary handout. 

Success Criteria: 

Your poster must have an image of the poet, their name, and important dates.

Your poster must feature one poem by the poet.

Your poster must include at least 3 of the most important points from your close reading.

Your poster must identify the key contribution(s) your poets made to the Canadian literary world.

Your presentation must be balanced, both between the two speakers and the two poets.

Your presentation must be at least 5 minutes.

Your presentation should be to the whole class.

Your presentation should be clear, concise, and coherent.


