
    The Essex District Lit 
4U class would like to 
thank all of our inter-
view participants for 
their time, including 
Mr. Omar, Mrs. Good-
child, Mr. Dunn, Mrs. 
Shaw, Mrs. Biggley, and 
several students who 
contributed time and 
effort to create the ar-
ticles for this edition.       
 Thank you to the 
students for helping 
choose the newspa-
per name and for con-

tributing your art and 
other work. Thank 
you to Mr. Ricci for 
generously helping us 
with our photogra-
phy. Thank you to The 
Kingsville Reporter for 
printing this edition of 
The Red Raider Post!  
  If you would like to 
contribute to our next 
edition, please email 
ideas, articles, letters 
to the Editors, art, pho-
tographs, etc., to edh-
spress@gmail.com or 

contact Ms. Kennedy. 
Thank you Mr. Omar 
for all of your support! 
The Red Raider Post 
would like to wish all 
of our 2013 gradu-
ates congratulations! 
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The Tragedy of Residential Schools
By: Kodi Page & Sier-
ra Wolfe

 T h r o u g h o u t 
Canada’s history, its re-
lation with Aboriginal 
communities has been 
one of pain and suffer-
ing. Young Aboriginal 
children were stripped 
of their homes and 
culture and forced to 
assimilate through the 
process of church-run 
Residential Schools 
that received much fi-
nancial support from 
the government. The 
effects of their experi-
ences are still being felt 
today.
 In the 19th 
century Canada ad-
opted the practice of 
“aggressive-assimila-
tion” when interacting 
with Aboriginal people 
through what we now 
know as Residential 
Schools. The govern-
ment felt is was their 
responsibility to edu-
cated the “uneducated.” 
 The govern-
ment felt children were 
the easiest targets and 
made it mandatory that 
all children attend.  In 
order to prepare them 
for the new Canadian 
society children were 
forced to learn Eng-
lish, adopt Christianity 
(usually Catholicism) 
as their new belief 
system, and learn Ca-
nadian customs. The 
government now rec-
ognizes 132 federally 
supported Residential 

Schools but this does 
not include all of the 
church and provincial-
ly run schools. Over 
150 000 students went 
through these schools 
and there are approxi-
mately 80 000 still liv-
ing survivors today. 
 It was believed 
Aboriginal children 
could thrive in Cana-
dian society through 
the assimilation of Ca-
nadian religious beliefs 
and customs. After 
attending a Residen-
tial School children 
became ashamed of 
their Aboriginal heri-
tage as they didn’t have 
the skills to help their 
parents on the reserve. 
The skills they learned 
within the school were 
substandard so they 
couldn’t function suc-
cessfully in Canadian 
society either. Because 
of the physical, emo-
tion, and sexual abuse 
they endured through 
their schooling put 
them at a disadvantage 

within society as they 
were trying to cope. 
 In 1996, the last 
residential school was 
closed and more and 
more experiences of 
abuse were made pub-
lic. Recently under the 
government compen-
sation package, school 
survivors can receive fi-
nancial compensation. 
They receive $10 000 
for their first year spent 
and $3000 for every 
year ofter that. So far 
$1.55 billion has been 
spent on over 75 800 
cases. Many churches 
and the Canadian gov-
ernment have apolo-
gized for their actions 
but many were found 
inadequate as they 
weren’t official apolo-
gies. 
 The after-
math of the abuse felt 
by Residential school 
survivors will be felt 
for generations as ex-
periences are passed 
down. As a society we 
need to be more ac-

cepting towards those 
of Aboriginal decent 
and help to aid them 
in healing.  Like the 
Idle No More move-
ment, it begins with a 
vision. The only way to 
make this vision a re-
ality is to stand up for 
the rights of those who 
can’t always be heard.  
 The many Ca-
nadians who are white 
and of European de-
scent do have an ad-
vantage in society; we 
can’t deny that. But 
what matters is how we 
use this advantage to 
change the system. 

L B G T  a n d  F a i t h 
C o m m u n i t i e s

By: Chelsea Lop-
etrone & Megan 
Kerr
 The group 
name “LGBT” has been 
around since the 1990s; 
it stood to unite people 
who love people of the 
same gender and op-
pose the norm of rela-
tionships. 
 Now many re-
fer to the umbrella 
term LGBTTIQQ2SA, 
which stands for les-
bian, gay, bi, Trans-
sexual, Trans-gender, 
Intersexual, Queer, 
Questioning, Two Spir-
ited, and Ally.   
 As a whole, 
the LGBT society and 
many faith communi-
ties have had a love/
hate relationship, with 
some very vocally 
against homosexuality 
while others are very 
welcoming. 
 In terms of 
Christianity particular-
ly, opinions vary. Many 
Orthodox and Catholic 
churches believe that 
homosexuality, bi-sex-
uality, lesbianism or 
being transgender, is 
sinful. This is what the 
church says; it is not 
necessarily what mem-
bers of those denomi-
nations feel is true.  
 The Protestant 
churches vary even 
more, with some of 
them accepting some 
aspects more than oth-
ers. The Evangelical 
Lutheran church, the 
Presbyterian church, 
and a few other de-
nominations have stat-
ed outright that they 
will accept members of 

clergy that are lesbian 
and homosexual, and 
their relationships. 
 This is a prom-
ising statement as that 
says that if their lead-
ers can be of the LGBT 
community, they will 
also be welcoming of 
people going to those 
churches and not 
having to fear being 
shunned and turned 
away for who they love 
and even who they are. 
 Churches still 
hold a lot of political 
power, and understand-
ing the relationship be-
tween homosexuality 
and faith communities 
will be crucial to en-
suring that all peo-
ple have equal rights 
and equal treatment.  
 Canada has 
celebrated 10 years 
of legal gay marriage. 
Being part of a faith 
community and being 
part of the Raidnbow 
community - either 
as a gay person or as a 
straight ally - does not 
have to be impossible. 
 The novel Or-
anges are not the only 
fruit by Jeannette Win-
terson explores the 
challenges and discov-
eries of a young girl in 
a very strict Protestant 
Church family in the 
1940s in England. At 
this time, if you were 
openly homosexual, 
you were shunned 
and ostracized from 
your family and so-
ciety. If you are inter-
ested in the subject of 
LBGT and small town 
life then this book is a 
wonderful read for you.


